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HERE were you all
those years? Xentucky
sure would miss you
now. Calvin Borel, ar
42, dding alk his life,
has only just reached the top of the
big frult tree, his hard-worked hands
on the rens of the wo best
~olds In America

Winber of the Kentucky Derby on
Mine That Bird, winner of the
Kentucky Oaks and Preakness oo
Rachel Alexandra, Bored Is an uplifing
spirit. An extraordinary, ondinary
man, a late blooming, suony hero, a
star without sell-lmportance, it Is easy
to see why racefans fove him.

With his ready, wide grin, he wants
to please everyone and disappoint
po-coe, He's as easy a man o like as
you ooukd find.

Prom 0 to 4,000

in 38 years

“My daddy farmed sugarcane in
Loulsiana,” Bore| says, In his saong
cafun accent. “He took care of the
sugamane, aod his boys took care of
the horses,” There were five bays, and
Cahyin was the lasi of them, by 12
years. “That’s why they eall me
Boo-boo,” he laughs, “because ! was a
mistake.™

Barel ook to horses {ke a rtle to
a bayou. “1 was a natural rider, and
that's all T wanmd 1o be,” he says. “At
elght years old, | was riding in bush
mces. You'd hook rwo horses together
In a march, and race straight
aloogside a il That's how 1 got
polished up, 1got tv 12 and, like my
bother Ceell told my mum and dad, 1
wastt going to be a lawyer ora
doctor, alt T wanted to be was a
jockey. That's when 1 left school "

Calvin lived with Cedl, who was a
Jockey himself and fater a trainer. At
16, Barel rode his first winoez, at
Deita Downs, and the same year was
leading rider there and at Evangeline

Before he rode the 50-1 Kentucky Derby
winner, not too many racefans outside America
might have paid attention to Calvin Borel, despite
it being the 42-year-old’s second win in the race.
Now he’s added the Preakness, beating the horse he
rode at Churchill Downs, he’s US racing’s biggest name.
David Ashforth meets this ‘extraordinary, ordinary man’

Y L L T N ]

Downs, bath Louistana tracks.

“My brother kept me straight, gave
good guidance, kept me away from
drugs,” says Borel. “I made my money
early but he'd give me £50 and that's
ali T had wo live with, He'd put the rest
in the bank, and save it for me. He
was like a seenndd dad, and 1 watked
han for him. We had 60 head of
horse and we'd win six or seven mres
aweek. Then we went o Lovisiana
Downs, and | was leading dder
there.”

‘Wherever he went, Borel rode
winners. o 1995, he beat Pat Day for
the riders' tide at Caklawn Park, in
Arkancas and, in 1996, he was
{cading fder a1 Ellis Park, In
Kenmurcky. He was rding a kot of
winners and, by 2005, hed rdden
4,000, but they were mainly at tracks
far from the headlines.

The big
breakthrough

Then, in 2005, at Churchill Dovms,
Borel made a bmakﬂunugh He won
the Grade 1 Stephen Foster
on Seek Gold, at 52-1 and, on ks ooly
mount at that year’s Breeders” Cup,
won the Juvenife on Street Sense, for
rrainer Cad Nafzger. That fall, Bared
arded Churchl] Downs to the list of
rracks at which be had been leading
rider and, when Street Sense won the
2007 Xentucky Derby, Borel theew his
arms In the air and enjoyed “the
greatest feefing in the world”,
Churchill Downs 1 a track at which
Borel excels, and a track that suits his
hankering for the mil, Calvin Bo-rail,
they cafl him. “My hrother always told
me, the ralkls the shortest way round.
One day, I rode all evenlog long and,
when 1 got a horse beat because 1
went around the curskle, he put cones
all around a shedrowe "Why are you
doing thar?' | asked. T'm just showing
you how much further you're going,
how nuch ground you're kasing,” he

said. He was ahways telling me,
you've got to save grosind around the
furns’

<] realised then that it made a dot of
dlfference. Now, I'd rather get stopped
once or twice amund a turn than go
seven or eight wide. T promise you,

75 per cent of the tirne you're better
off getting stopped than goling round
the outsile. When horses are geiring
tired, thery drift out or drift in and you
will fmd hotes.

At Churchill Downs, ir's & loog
stretch and I can sic patiendy until 40
yards from the wire and still make my
dectsion and get out and win races. [
love the wask, | know it like the back
of my hand and 1 Just fitit to & T°

‘Jesus, I got alot

of pony under me’

Chip Woolley, the tralner of Mine Thar
Bird, thought Borel would fit his
Derby outsider to a T, because.
‘Woolley wanted Mine That Blnd to be
brought from the back.

“Chip used to get on him himself,”
says Borel, “and he kept weliing me,
“Calvin, this horse has got a um of
oot you wouldn't believe ' | warched
the reruns of his races and, believe
me, this horse was way
underestimated. For ﬂueeweeks Chip
told me, ‘Whatever you dn, Calvin
take s herse back Take him back to
1ast and make a three-elghths of a
mile or a quartec-nmle run with him.
T'm not telling you youll win but 1
promibse you helf have a wum of foot
that you alr't pever seen before,

“0On the moming of the race, [
studierd the form and got really
excited. 1 thought, *You knotw whar?
This race could sit up for me just
right.' 1 eveo called Lisg, my fzncee,
zndd said, Baby, bidng iy suit because
this horse will run good roday”

“[ thought I'd got it won at aboa
the three-elghths pole, when I
squeezed him e Httle bit and he got

me to the horse in front so
quidk 1 thought, Jesus, 1
got a lot of pony under me',
50 1 dropped his head back and
sat for aoother 300 yards and
tried to place oy spots. A horse in
front was getring tired and drifting a
bit and 1 thought, Tm golng to wait
until [ rum for bome and then Fm just
going to go for it' and, when T agked
him, he went from 20mph to 60mph
in three fumps.

“That's what you want. You dont
want to have b ride to get up o
and through a hole, you want a
horse that's in there, ard he's
gone. Ekrew [had that dnd of
pony under me, Three fiumps and he
was gone.”

1t was a sweet maonent for Barel,
and bitter-sweet. He often mentons
his parents, Chvis and Flla, both of
whom are pow dead “My mum got o
sze me win my first Derby, on Swreet
Serse,” says Borel, “but I just wish
they were here now to see what 1
sccomplished i my life. [ was raised
perfict - “yes, sk’ and 'no, 5ir’ all the
time, They Were 50 good t0 me, we
atways had food on the wble. 1
arcomplished a bot while they were
here bt nathing Bke ihis. 1 always
told them that, one day, | was going '_,
to win the Kentucky Dertry.” They'd
both be very prowd of him ’ .

Racing Post Tuesday, May 26, 2008

thls never.
Street Sense had
a turn of foot
but this filly is
like Secretariat’

ACHEL ALEXANDRA glided  America's Sweetheart dido't move as
without a request front his smoothly, yet she won, staving off
jockey to the wire, winning Mine That Blrd’s Iate flourish.
by more than 20 lengths. “Belleve me,” says Borel, “you
The Kentucky Oaks aowd dida't see Rachel Alexandra that day.

5100d in awe, as Calvio Borel has beenn  She was struggling so much, She

since last November, when the wasnt hapdling the track and she
unbearen partnership was fist forged.  kind of fought me down the backside
Borel remembers: “The first time ] and ] was a litle concernad at the
ever sat on her, 1 M my agent, pace but 1 had no cholee. It was elther

Jerry Hissam, This 1s the best 1et her go or sit back and get hung ten
horse T have ever been oninmy  wide.

life. 1 sin't ever been on a “I 1ol myself, ‘Calvin, you're on the

horse like this, pever.’ Jerry  best horse, and you know she's the

best horse, so just lether do her

“Better than Street Sese? thing. If she's as good as you think

“Well,'1 said, ‘Street Sense  she is, they will not get by her.™ She

had & mum of foot bur this  was struggling so much on the sucface

Ay is like Secretarfac’™  but she still ook off when § asked her,

Taen Bored, an she struggled so bhard.”
elpression on his face With the Belmont, and a fascinaring
p  hat combines sl second round with Mine That Bird in

strained belief with an~ prospect on June 6, does be think the
§ urge m shere the race will have mken it tofl

k feeling, tells me what “Aiy opinion,” says Boml, “yes, it

£ Rache] Alemandra was took a littte bit our of her, but I know
ke that day when that Jess Jacksan and Steve Asmussen
she won the Golden fowner and trainer] will not run the
Rod Stakes, at filly if she's not 110 per cent If she
Churchil Downs, in runs, she'll be right and, if she's at her
a stakes record time.  best, she'll win”

As well as the exrra distance, there
Is the rack tn consider. Belmoent,
‘Lecs go. How fast do  Borel concedes, ks mowe 1ike Pirnlion
you want to ga?' It than Churchitl Downs. “Mow thar,

was unbelievable. she's Tun over a sandy trark, 1 don

“Whatever | thiok it will be as bad for her as in the
want ber to do, Preskness,” he says. “Having raced on
she just keeps it once will help her a JoL™

doing it. You donl And Mind That Bind? Borel, of
find those Kind of  course, thinks a lot of the Kentucky
borses. I've never Derbry wirer, but he preferred Rachel
gotonzhomse ke  Alewandra in the Preskmess, and he
it, oo e prefers her sil. “He's a gutsy litde
After the Caks,  horse," says Borel. “A kot of peaple
the Preakness was  thought he was a fluke winoer of the
harder work, and  Derby but he showed them in the
not just because of  Preakmess that he was po ftuke. He's a
the challenge of & grear thtle horse and he'l run good
gate 13 slot, and & but, i 1 have the cholce, Tve got to
feld of cols. The  ride the filly, oh yes. I'm just walting
flly they're calling  for Mr Jackson ta give me an answer.”

Calvin Rorel 1ifts the
2 2kt ss taphiv

sywwinning the
scewd fes uf the
Triple ¢
flachel
fubve). Mo ¢

fivst ez Mine That

Bired {main piceare)
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HORSE
PLAY

Just for the fun of it

asMrsasrsrsacsnunsnanea

P Googling a runner
Watership Diown 6.50 Huntingdon
Warership Down & a novel abaut &
small group of rabbits. Writtea in
1972 by Richard Adams, it remaing
Penguin Books' best-selling novel.
It was later tumed inte 2o .
antmated film which contaics the
song Bright Eyes, sung by Ant
Guarfunkel. If you don't shed a
tear when you hear the Ene ‘How
can the light that bumned so
beightly, suddenly birmn so pale,
Bright eyes’, you must be some

sort of robot.

Easyas1-2-3

3 Wiho wies the faso wan e
Breed, ownauul 1eain o

2 Whio sens the last
Freut.h bn\d'iu win the

*» The List
Champlons League Final
racahursas

1 Puyol -
John Mulhera nonice hurdler

4. Tzvm Suuﬂnrd] wmna'

5 Vna}'lmaldp Rxdnnl E‘ahzyayn

b)Ontlnsdsy. .-

May 26, 1909 King Edward VII
became the only reigning monach
to win the Derby when Minoru
triumphed at Epsom. The 2,000
Guineas victor, ridden by Herbert
Jones, completed his (lassie
double when the patriotic judge
awarded him the verdict by a short
head from Louviers, with Willlam

Derby
{1896} and Diamond Juhjlee
{1900} while Prince of Wales,
‘The great Bayardo was ucfit at
Epsom ard fisished only fifth; he
won his pext 15 races,

»Myﬁmhn..

Howsesf Young Mlckand Glmnch

Rarwoarse Asot; Tre dope well

there and 1 love the place

Ilu:ng‘ herces Tony McCoy and
Lestex Piggotr

Relsxation [dan't ru!ylmre time

for hobbies bur § do like

-photogrephy

Hulidry destinetion Desusille; I

gofor the ealles and che radng

Restarrent The French Horn,

Soencing-On-Thames —~ it doas the

‘best durk In the workd

m’ ﬂ‘dubs mmmhgg




